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AMONG the publications of the quarter we note the con
tinuation or completion of several larger undertakings of
importance to economists. The J)ictionary of Political
Economy, edited by Mr. R. H. Inglis Palgrave, completes its
second volume, covering the letters F-M, and maintains its
high quality. The third volume of Mr. Herbert Spencer's
Principles of Sociology completes the discussion of that
subject, and at the same time brings to a close the entire
system of synthetic philosophy. Part of the matter in this
volume had already appeared, in book form or in periodicals;
but much that is fresh is added, and its publication in any
case marks the completion of an intellectual undertaking
rarely equalled. Mr. Booth publishes the eighth volume on
the Life and Labour of London; and Professor Pareto the
second and concluding volume of his general course on politi
cal economy.

Among foreign publications, the successive parts of the
fourth edition of Schonberg's Handbuch are rapidly appear
ing; and Messrs. Hugo and Stegmann have completed
their eneyclopsedie Handbuch on socialism. Dr. Stamm
hammer offers an imposing Bibliographie der SocialrPolitik,
which supplements the bibliography of socialism published by
him in 1893. We note also Kaufmann's bulky and exhaustive
volumes on the railway policy of France, signiflcant as an en
deavor by a German author to consider sympathetically a pol
icy radically different from that in vogue in his own country.
Two Italian writers offer important volumes on public finance:
Professor Grazi~ni a set of general Istituzioni on the subject
at large, and Signor Mase-Dari a thorough inquiry on progres
sive taxation.

MESSRS. LONGHANS, GREEN & Co. announce an American
Oitizen Series, under the editorship of Professor Hart of
Harvard University, in which will appear several volumes on
economic subjects. Professor Dewey, of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, will prepare a Financial History of
the United Stases ; Professor Seligman, of Columbia Univer-
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sity, the Elements of Political Economy,. and Commissioner
Wright, of the Federal Department of Labor, an Outline of
Practical SocioloUY.

THE International Association for Comparative Jurispru
dence and Political Economy at Berlin offers a prize of 1,600
marks for the best essay giving" a comparative survey of the
principles which prevail in the colonies of the more important
countries as to the acquisition and colonization of land by
settlers, and of the economic results of such principles."
Essays may be in German, French, or English, and must be
handed in by April 1, 1898. They are to be judged by a long
list of scholars from various countries, among whom we note
Mr. James Bryce for England and Professor W. J. Ashley for
the United States. Further particulars as to the conditions
of competition can be learned from Professor Ashley (Harvard
University, Cambridge, Mass.).

IN a careful pamphlet by Dr. Kramar of the Austrian Reiche
tag,· some important details are given of the plan now under
discussion in Russia for the resumption of specie payments on
a gold basis; a plan of special interest to Austrians, not only
because of their close commercial relations with Russia, but
because the Russian scheme for resumption proceeds on essen
tially the same lines as that now being carried out in their
own country.

Russia, like Austria, has a paper currency, which, while long
inconvertible (there has been no pretence of specie payments
since the Crimean War), has rested nominally on a bimetallic
basis. In the efforts for resumption made, with some tem
porary success, shortly before the Crimean War, the paper
money had been declared payable either in gold or silver; the
coinage ratio between the metals being then 15.45 to 1, and
being fixed later, in 1885, at 15! to 1. The circumstance that
the paper was thus, under the letter of the law, payable in

-D£e Russwche VoJ/uta-R6Jorm. Von Dr. Karel Kramar. Vienna: published
by~eZeu.
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